•tat. 63.]      The pronunciation of English.             1^5
)u want the word, you have not the Dictionary,    It is like man who has a sword that will not draw.    It is an julmi-ble sword, to be sure: but while your enemy is cutting >ur throat, you are unable to use it.     Besides, Sir, what ititles Sheridan to fix the pronunciation of English?    Hits, in the first place, the disadvantage of being an  Irish-an: and if he says he will fix it after the example of the jst company, why they differ among themselves.   1 rtMwm-:r an instance: when I published the Plan for my I )iclion-•y, Lord Chesterfield told me that the woril great should ; pronounced so as to rhyme to state; and Sir William onge sent me word that it should be pronounced .so as to lyme to scat, and that none but an Irishman would pro Dunce it grait1.    Now here were two men of the highest .nk, the one, the best speaker in the House' of Lords the :her, the best speaker in the House of Commons, dtllrjin;,; itirely.'
I again visited him at night. Finding him in a very \\\\m\ umour, I ventured to lead him to the subject of our situa-on in a future state, having much curiosity to know hi-. n«» ons on that point. JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, the liappitU".-. of
1 In the Plan (Works, v. 9), Johnson noticed the diU'erence «»f tin-•enunciation oi great. ' Some words have two sound* \vliith IJMV : equally admitted as being equally defensible by authority. Th<m •cat is differently used :—
"For Swift and him despised the farce of Mate,
The sober follies of the wise and great."    Poj'i-:. "As if misfortune made the throne her seal,
And none could be unhappy but the great,'"    Row*:, i the Preface to the Dictionary (U'orfis, v. 25), Jnhnmm he vowels are capriciously pronounced, and  diiferently .„, r accident or affectation, not only in every province, but in outh.'   Swift gives both rhymes within ten lines :   -'My lord and he are grown HO great* Always together, tfitc-d-tCtc.' ****** ' You, Mr. Dean, frequent the great, Inform us, will the emperor treat ?'
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